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During the middle ages the controversy between
Nominalism and Realism, which agitated the church
for centuries, and finally prepared the way for the
Reformation, was again, as its very name shows, a
controversy on names, on the nature of language, and
on the relation of words to our conceptions on one
side, and to the realities of the outer world on the
other. Men were called heretics for believing that
words such as justice or truth expressed only concep-
tions of our mind, not real things walking about in
broad daylight.

In modern times the science of language has been
called in to settle some of the most perplexing poli-
tical and social questions. ' Nations and languages
against dynasties and treaties/ this is what 1ms
remodelled, and will remodel still more, the map of
Europe. There was a time when comparative philolo-
gists in America have been encouraged to prove the
impossibility of a common origin of languages and
races, in order to justify, by scientific arguments, the
unhallowed theory of slavery. Never do I remember to
have seen science more degraded than on the title-pflgo
of an American publication in which, among- the pro-
files of the different races of man, the profile of the apo
was made to look more human than that of the negro,

language the Barrier "between Man and Baant.

Lastly, the problem of the position of man on the
threshold between the worlds of mailer and spirit
has of late assumed a very marked prominence
among the problems of the physical and mental
sciences. It has absorbed the thoughts of men who,